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was everything you hoped a bus station would be: spare, unimpressive
and not terrible looking. Kemper Pike station, the downtown service
stop, once served millions of riders. But it has been shuttered for years. |
Kamil Krzaczynski/for DCist That’s the ticket for a new Amtrak bus
station at the southwest corner of K Street and Connecticut Avenue NW.
A proposed complex of five bus shelters, parking garages, and a lowlevel bus station dubbed “Red Line” is the latest in a series of planning
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efforts to address the metro’s inability to accommodate the fast-growing
population of government employees in Southwest D.C. According to a
report from the District’s transportation commission, the D.C.
government has about 3,000 full-time employees who prefer to bike and
take public transportation to work. It’s a problem that has only
intensified as additional areas of the city become “enterprise areas”
(those densely populated by government agencies), according to the
report. “Increasing numbers of residents in Southwest D.C. are choosing
to work, live and play in the downtown area rather than further drive up
costs to live in the ward,” reads the report. The government’s presence in
Washington has traditionally been concentrated downtown, in the blocks
surrounding the White House, and in Foggy Bottom and Tenleytown,
two historically black communities. To get from Foggy Bottom to
Tenleytown, for example, one would now have to drive past the White
House (and through the heart of the District’s minority population) to
reach the neighborhoods where government workers live. In the four
decades following the D.C. public bus system’s inception, “the
geography and characteristics of the employment base have remained
the same, and the fastest mode of travel is the private automobile,” the
report notes. Aerial view of the proposed Red Line station. |
Presentation from the D.C. Department of Transportation. The new bus
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